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space all the distant sky with a strange unwonted splendour,
and then sank where he had arisen, leaving none to take
his place. Fuzuli is the earliest of those four great poets
who stand pre-eminent in the older literature of Turkey,
men who in any age and in any nation would have taken
their place amongst the Immortals.

Muhammed bin-Suleyman, whose poetical name was Fuziili,
is said by a modern writer, on what authority I know not,
to have been of Kurdish extraction. 1 There is some doubt
as to the exact place of his birth; it was certainly somewhere
in the valley of the lower Tigris, in the region known as
clraq-i GArab, probably either Hilla, as the British Museum
Catalogue says, or, as is suggested, though not distinctly
stated, by the early biographers, the city of Baghdad. In
any case his life was passed almost entirely in the last-named
city, the 'Abode of Peace' (Dar-us-Selam) as it is called by
the Eastern writers; and a very peaceful, or at least unevent-
ful, life it seems to have been. As was to be expected, the
contemporary biographers, living in the midst of the literary
world of Constantinople, know next to nothing of this pro*
vincial singer in a remote city but just added to the Empire.2
Latifi had heard his name, and knew that he was one of
the 'poets of the age;' he knew also that he had a strange
heart-bewitching style which was all his own, and had heard
some story about a Khamsa containing an enchanting version
of the tale of Leyla and Mejnun, three couplets from which
he quotes. cAshiq Chelebi's information goes a trifle further;
he knows all that Latifi knows and a little more. He knows

1  Ebu-z-Ziyd Tevfiq in the notice in the Numtina-i Edebiyyat.

2  Baghdad, which had been in the possession of the Persians and had inv
plored the help of Suleyman, was occupied without resistance by an Ottoman
army  under  the  Grand  Vezir  Ibrflhfm Pasha in 940 (the very beginning of
1535). The Sultan arrived next day, and remained there with the troops till
spring.